UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO
RIO PIEDRAS CAMPUS
COLLEGE OF GENERAL STUDIES
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

Course Title: Women of Color Writers in English

Course Code: INGL 3297

Credits/Hours: 3 credits per semester/ 3 class hours

Prerequisite: Advanced Placement in English (score of 4 or more) or completion

of first-year English (INGL 3101-3102 or INGL 3103-3104 or INGL
3123-3124 or INGL 3011-3012)

Course Description:

This course is an option for completing the literature requirement of the general education
component. The course focuses on women of color, such as but not limited to African American,
Native American, Asian American, and Latina/Chicana, writers and how they express themselves
in a variety of texts. The course explores questions of identity formation and/or disintegration and
how they are rooted in issues of race, gender, social status, history, community, economics, and
generational conflict Critical reading in different genres demonstrates where these women of color
writers fit into the canon of work written in the English language and to see how their texts have an
interdisciplinary, transcultural, and multicultural focus. The course also assesses the significance
and role of the writings as part of women’s literature, feminist literary theory, and critical race theory.
Information literacy competences are an essential component of this course.

Learning Objectives:

Consistent with the English Department’s general objectives, the student will demonstrate
through a wide variety of forms of evaluation and on the basis of the standards for the
different levels established by the English Department that they are making progress in
their ability to:

e Discover and interpret the salient themes in literature by women of color.

¢ Identify and assess the critical issues relevant to the study of literature by women
of color, such as personal identity, nationality, sexuality, gender, class, and
ethnicity.

e Compose analysis of literature by women of color utilizing feminist literary theory

and critical race theory.



Critique methods of interdisciplinary feminist analysis that emphasize the
intersectionality of race, gender, class, ethnicity, sexuality, and ability in shaping
the institutions and cultures, such as but not limited to African-American, Native
American, Asian American, and Latina/Chicana.

Explain critical opinions through discussion.

Apply effective strategies for working collaboratively with students, including those
with disabilities.

Demonstrate ability to efficiently search for information and effectively and ethically
use and manage information.

Analyze a variety of writings by women of color and explore the breadth of those
writings from multiple disciplines, such as gender studies, ethnic studies,
sociology, history, and political economy.

Demonstrate the ability to work and interact with digital tools to support their
individual or collaborative learning activities and comply with the ethical and legal

obligations associated with them.

Content Outline and Time Distribution:

Unit I. Background of Literature by Women of Color and Review of Literary Terms

A. Introduction to the Course

1. Engendering Language, Silence and Voice (9 hours)
B. Feminism and Literary Theories (3 hours)
Unit Il. Women of Color Writers and Sexuality (9 hours)

A. Writing Bodies/Bodies Writing
1. Women and Freedom

Unit Ill. Women of Color, Motherhood and Mothering (9 hours)

A. Re-Thinking the Maternal
1. Writing and Motherhood

Unit IV. Women of Color and the Personal Journey (9 hours)
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A. Factors of the Self
1. Identity and Difference

Unit V. Women of Color and Empowerment (6 hours)
A. Rights in Society
1. Resistance and Transformation

Total Contact Hours: 45 hours

Instructional Strategies:

This course is based upon collaborative discussion among students and teacher; therefore, oral
participation is required. A variety of learning and assessment experiences are used to create an
interactive environment to promote reflection, critical thinking and collaboration.  Strategies
employed in this course may include: lectures, discussion, workshops, group projects, fims,
Blackboard, audio recordings, and library trips. Assessment activities and strategies are also used
to evaluate students’ learning.

Evaluation Strategies:

A. Written Essays 35%
B. Homework Responses 15%
C. Exams 30%
D. Informal Writings 10%
E. Class Participation 10%
100%

English Department Attendance Policy:
Six contact hours of absences may lower average one whole letter grade. Five late
arrivals are equivalent to one absence.

Rights of Students with Disabilities:

The University of Puerto Rico complies with all state and federal laws and regulations
related to discrimination including “The American Disabilities Act” (ADA) and Law #51
from the Puerto Rico Commonwealth (Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico). Every
student has the right to request and receive reasonable accommodation and Vocational
Rehabilitation Services (VRS). Those students with special needs that require some type
of particular assistance or accommodation shall explicitly communicate it directly to the
professor. Students who are receiving VRS services shall communicate that to the
professor at the beginning of the semester to facilitate appropriate planning and the
necessary equipment according to the Persons with Disabilities Affairs Office (Oficina de
Asuntos para las Personas con Impedimentos [OAPI]), administered by the Dean of
Students Office. Any other student requiring assistance or special accommodation shall
also communicate directly with the professor. Reasonable accommodations requests or
services DO NOT exempt the student from complying and fulfilling academic and course
related requirements and responsibilities. Differential evaluation will be provided to
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students with special needs who have been duly certified by OAPI. (See Circular Nim. 9
de 2002—-2003.)

Academic Integrity Policy:

The University of Puerto Rico promotes the highest standards of academic and scientific
integrity. Article 6.2 of the UPR Students General Bylaws (Board of Trustees Certification
13, 2009-2010) states that academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: fraudulent
actions; obtaining grades or academic degrees by false or fraudulent simulations; copying
the whole or part of the academic work of another person; plagiarizing totally or partially
the work of another person; copying all or part of another person answers to the questions
of an oral or written exam by taking or getting someone else to take the exam on his/her
behalf; as well as enabling and facilitating another person to perform the aforementioned
behavior. Any of these behaviors will be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with
the disciplinary procedure laid down in the UPR Students General Bylaws.

Gender and Sexual Identity Discrimination Policy:

The University of Puerto Rico prohibits discrimination based on sex, sexual orientation,
and gender identity in any of its forms, including that of sexual harassment. According to
the Institutional Policy Against Sexual Harassment at the University of Puerto Rico,
Certification Num. 130, 2014-2015 from the Board of Governors, any student subjected
to acts constituting sexual harassment, must turn to the Office of the Student
Ombudsperson, the Office of the Dean of Students, and/or the Coordinator of the Office
of Compliance with Title IX for an orientation and/or a formal complaint.

Center for the Development of Linguistic Competencies:

Students who need additional individual attention with regard to English (grammar,

punctuation, sentence structure, etc.) are encouraged to attend individual tutoring

services, group workshops, and other activities offered by the Center in the ERA (Ernesto

Ramos Antonini) building, room 101.

Bibliography:

Abrams, M.H. et al. The Norton Anthology of English Literature. 9th ed. New York: Norton, 2012.
Print.

Afshar, Haleh, ed. Women in the Middle East: Perceptions, Realities and Struggles for Liberation.
New York: St Martin’s, 1993. Print.

Ahmad, Rukhsana, and Rahila Gupta, eds. Flaming Spirit: Stories from the Asian Women's

Writer's Collective. London: Virago, 1994. Print.

Anantharam, Anita. Bodies That Remember: Women's Indigenous Knowledge and



Cosmopolitanism in South Asian Poetry. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse UP, 2012. Print.

Anzaldla, Gloria. Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestizo. 4th ed. San Francisco: Spinsters
Aunt Lute, 2012. Print.

—, ed. Making Face, Making Soul Haciendo Caras: Creative and Ciritical Perspectives by Women
of Color. San Francisco: Spinsters Aunt Lute, 1990. Print.

—, and Chenie Moraga, eds. This Bridge Called My Back: Writings By Radical Women of
C ol o r . 4thed. New York: Kitchen Table: Women of Color, 2015. Print.

Asian Women United of California. Making Waves: An Anthology of Writings By and About Asian
American Women. Boston: Beacon, 1989. Print.

Aziz, Nurjehan. Her Mother’s Ashes and Other Stories by South Asian Women in Canada and the
United States. Toronto: TSAR, 1994. Print.

Baker, Houston A., ed. Three American Literatures: Essays in Chicano, Native American, and
Asian-American Literature for Teachers of American Literature. New York: MLA, 1982.
Print.

Bataille, Gretchen M., and Kathleen Mullen Sands. American Indian Women: Telling Their Lives.
Lincoln: U of Nebraska P, 1984. Print.

Bauer, Dale, ed. The Cambridge History of American Women'’s Literature. New York: Cambridge
UP, 2012. Print.

Bell, Roseann P., Bettye J. Parker, and Beverly Guy-Sheftall, eds. Sturdy Black Bridges: Visions
of Black Women in Literature. Garden City, NY: Anchor, 1979. Print.

Bell-Scott, Patricia et al, eds. Double Stitch: Black Women Writers about Mothers and Daughters.
Boston: Beacon, 1991. Print.

Bell-Scott Patricia, ed. Life Notes: Personal Writings by Contemporary Black Women. New York:



Norton, 1994. Print.

Bloom, Harold. Asian-American Writers. Modem Ciritical Views. 1999. Philadelphia: Chelsea,
2009. Print.

—. Asian American Women Writers. Women Writers of English and Their Works. Philadelphia:
Chelsea, 1997. Print.

Bradford, CJ., and Laine Thom. Dancing Colors: Paths of Native American Women. San
Francisco: Chronicle, 1992. Print.

Brant Beth, ed. A Gathering of Spirit: A Collection by North American Indian Women. Ithaca, NY:
Firebrand, 1988. Print.

Cabhill, Susan. QPB Anthology of Women's Writing. New York: Quality, 2002. Print.

Cheung, King-Kok. Articulate Silences: Hisaye Yamamoto, Maxine Hong Kingston, Joy
Kigawa.lthaca, NY: Cornell UP, 1993. Print.

Chin, Frank, Ed. Aiiieeeee! An Anthology of Asian-American Writers.1974. Washington: Howard
UP, 1991. Print.

Chow, Claire S. Leaving Deep Water: the Lives of Asian American Women at the Crossroads of
Two Culture. New York: Dutton, 1998. Print.

Eagleton, Mary, ed. Feminist Literary Theory: A Reader. 3rd. ed. Oxford: Blackwell, 2010. Print.

Ezell, Margaret. Writing Women's History. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins P, 1993. Print.

Ferly, Odile. Poetics of Relation: Caribbean Women Writing at the Millennium. New York: Palgrave,
2012. Print.

Fernandez, Roberta, ed. In Other Words: Literature by Latinos of the United States. Houston Arte
Publico, 1994. Print.

Fetterly, Judith. The Resisting Reader: A Feminist Approach to American Fiction. Bloomington:



Indiana UP, 1983. Print.

Frye, Marilyn. The Politics of Reality: Essays in Feminist Theory. Crossing, 1983. Print.

Garcia, Alma, ed. Chicana Feminist Thought: The Basic Historical Writings. NY: Routledge, 1997.
Print.

Gates, Henry Louis, Jr. Reading Black, Reading Feminist: A Critical Anthology. New York:
Meridian, 1990. Print.

Gilbert, Sandra M., and Susan Gubar. The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women: The
Tradition in English. 3ided. New York: Norton, 2007. Print ISBN 978-0393930153.

Gomez, Alma et aL, eds. Cuentos: Stories by Latinos. New York: Kitchen Table, 1983. Print.

Goulianos, Joan et al. By a Woman Writ: Literature from Six Centuries by and about Women.
Indianapolis: Bobbs-Menill, 1973. Print.

Herrera, Cristina. Contemporary Chicana Literature: (Re) Writing the Maternal Script. New York:
Cambria, 2015. Print.

Hererra-Sobek, Marfa, ed. Beyond Stereotypes: Critical Analysis of Chicana Literature.
Binghamton, New York: Bilingual/Bilinglie, 1985. Print.

—, and Helena Marfa Viramontes, eds. Chicana Creativity and Criticism: Charting New Frontiers
in American Literature. Houston: Arte Publico, 1988. Print.

Heyck, Denis Lynn Daly. Barrios and Borderlands: Cultures of Latinos and Latinos in the United
States. New York: Routledge, 1994. Print.

Hicks, Emily. Border Writing: The Multidimensional Text. Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P, 1991.
Print.

Holdstein, Deborah H. The Prentice Hall Anthology of Women'’s Literature. Upper Saddle River,

NJ: Prentice Hall, 2000. Print.



Homo-Delgado, Asuncién, et al., eds. Breaking Boundaries: Latina Writings and Critical Readings.
Ambherst: U of Massachusetts P, 19.89. Print.

Jimoh, A Yemisi, and Fran5oise N. Hamlin, eds. These Truly Are the Brave: An Anthology of
African American Writings on War and Citizenship. Gainsville: U of Florida P, 2015. Print.

Kallet, Marilyn and Patricia Clark, eds. Worlds in Our Words: Contemporary American \Women
Writers. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1997. Print.

Kanellos, Nicolas, ed. Hispanic American Literature: A Brief Introduction and Anthology. New York:
Harper, 1995. Print.

—, ed. Short Fiction by Hispanic Writers. Houston, TX: Arte Publico Press, 1993. Print.

Katz, Jane, ed. Messengers of the Wind: Native American Women Tell Their Life Stories. New
York: Ballentine, 1995. Print.

Kent, Susan Kingsley. Gender and History. New York: Palgrave, 2011. Print.

Kilcup, Karen, ed. Native American Women's Writing: An Anthology, 1800-1924. Oxford:
Blackwell., 2000. Print.

Kim, Elaine H., ed. Making More Waves: New Writing by Asian American Women. Boston:
Beacon, 1997. Print.

Laffrado, Laura. UncommonW omen: Gend er and Representation in Nineteenth-Century
U.S. Women’s Writing. Dayton: Ohio State UP, 2015. Print.

Lim, Shirley, ed. The Forbidden Stitch: An Asian American Women's Anthology. Corvallis, OR:
Calyx, 1989. Print.

Lopez, Tiffany Ana, ed. Growing Up Chicana/o: An Anthology. New York: Morrow, 1993.
Print.

Mahabir, Joy, and Mariam Pirbhai, eds. Critical Perspectives on Indo-Caribbean Women's



Literature. New York: Routledge, 2012. Print.

Milligan, Bruce, and Mary Guerrero, and Angela de Hoyos, eds. Daughters of the Fifth Sun: A
Collection of Latina Fiction and Poetry. New York: Riverhead, 1995. Print.

Moghadam, Valentine M. Modernizing Women: Gender and Social Change in the Middle East.
3rd ed. Boulder, CO: Rienner, 2013. Print.

Niatum, Duane, ed. Harper's Anthology of20th Century Native American Poetry. San Francisco:
Harper, 1988. Print.

O’Donovan, Maeve M. Why Race and Gender Still Matter: An Intersectional Approach. New York:
Routledge, 2015. Print.

Ortiz, Jina, and Rochelle Spencer, eds. All about Skin: Short Fiction by Women of Color. Madison,
WL U of WIP, 2014. Print.

Ortiz, Simon J., ed. Speaking for the Generations: Native Writers on Writing. Tucson: U of Arizona
P, 1998. Print.

Peterson, Carla L. Doers of the Word: African American Women Speakers & Writers in the North
(1830-1880). New Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers UP, 1995. Print.

Poey, Delia and Virgil Suarez, eds. Iguana Dreams: New Latino Fiction. New York: Harper
Perennial, 1992. Print.

—, eds. Little Havana Blues: A Cuban-American Literature Anthology. Houston, TX: Arte Publico,
1996. Print.

Pratt, Annis. Archetypal Patterns in Women's Fiction. Bloomington: Indiana UP, 1981. Print.

Quesada, Uriel, et al., eds. Queer Brown Voices: Personal Narratives of Latina/o LGBT Activism.
Austin, TX: U of Texas P, 2015. Print.

Redfern, Bernice. Women of Color in the United States: A Guide to the Literature. New York:



Garland, 1989. Print.

Roemer, Kenneth, ed. Native American Writers of the United States. Detroit: Gale, 1997. Print.

Romagnolo, Catherine. Opening Acts: Narrative Beginnings in Twentieth-Century Feminist Fiction.
Lincoln: U of Nebraska P, 2015. Print.

Romero, Channette. Activism and the American Novel: Religion and Resistance in Fiction by
Women of Color. Charlottesville, U of VAP, 2012. Print.

Sanchez, Marta. Contemporary Chicana Poetry: A Critical Approach to an Emerging Literature.
Berkeley: U of CA P, 1985. Print.

Sanmartin, Paula. Black Women as Custodians of History. New York, Cambria, 2015.

Santiago, Roberto, ed. BOR1CUAS: Influential Puerto Rican Writings—An Anthology. New York:
Random, 1995. Print.

Shah, Sonia, ed. Dragon Ladies: Asian American Feminists Breath Fire. Boston: South End, 1997.
Print.

Sherman, Charlotte Watson, ed. Sisterfire: Black Womanist Fiction and Poetry. NY: Harper, 1994.
Print.

Showalter, Elaine. The Vintage Book of American Women Writers. New York: Vintage, 2011. Print.

Tagore, Proma. The Shapes of Silence: Writing by Women of Colour and the Politics of Testimony.
Montreal: McGill-Queens UP. 2009. Print.

Tate, Claudia, ed. Black Women Writers as Work. NY: Continuum, 1983. Print.

Tatum, Charles M., ed. New Chicana/Chicano Writing. Tucson: U of Arizona P, 1992. Print.

Trout Lawana, ed. Native American Literature: An Anthology. Lincolnwood, IL: NTC, 1999. Print.

Trudeau, Lawrence J. Asian American Literature: Reviews and Criticism by American Writers of

Asian Descent. Detroit: Gale, 1999. Print.

10



Velie, Alan R-, ed. American Indian Literature: An Anthology. Norman: U of Oklahoma P, 1991.
Print.

—, ed. The Lightning Within: An Anthology of Contemporary American Indian Fiction. Lincoln: U
of Nebraska P, 1991. Print.

Vigil, Evangelina, ed. Woman of her Word. Hispanic Women Write. Houston: Arte Pdblico, 1987.
Print.

Vizenor, Gerald. Native American Literature: A Brief Introduction and Anthology. New York:
HarperCollins, 1995. Print.

Watanabe, Sylvia, and Carol Bruchac, eds. Home to Stay: Asian American Women's Fiction.
Greenfield Center, NY: Greenfield, 1990. Print.

West Alan, ed. Latino and Latina Writers. New York: Scribner, 2004. Print.

Online Resources
Research

https://owl.purdue.edu/

http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets.html

https://www.library.cornell.edu/research/citation

https://www.bowdoin.edu/baldwin-center/writing-and-rhetoric/writing-

resources.html

https://www.library.cornell.edu/research

http://www.esc.edu/online-writing-center/resources/research

Dictionary

http://www.merriam-webster.com/

Resources

http://www.ccgmag.com/newwoc/
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