UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO
RIO PIEDRAS CAMPUS
COLLEGE OF GENERAL STUDIES
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

Course Title: The Human Condition in Literature:

An Interdisciplinary Approach Il

Course Code: INGL 3152
Credits/Hours: 3 credits per semester / 3 hours weekly/ 45 hours per semester
Prerequisite: Advanced Placement in English (score of 4 or more) or

completion of first-year English (INGL 3101-3102 or INGL 3103-
3104 or INGL 3123-3124 or INGL 3011-3012)

Course description:

INGL 3152 satisfies the literature requirement of the General Education component. This
course examines selected contemporary topics from the perspectives of literature and
other disciplines, such as the social sciences, humanities, communication, the arts, and
the natural sciences. Students explore the construction and integration of knowledge
within diverse texts and relate the issues studied to their world. During the course
students, learn to critically analyze through reading, discussion, and writing. INGL 3152
also promote the development of technological and research skills through students’
involvement in a research project, where they collect, evaluate, and use data from a
variety of sources. In addition, students improve their writing and speaking skills by
means of essays, research projects, critical reviews, creative tasks, interactive class
discussions, presentations. This course uses an interdisciplinary approach focusing on
selected themes that are used to critically analyze problems and value conflicts of life as
seen in fictional and non- fictional works.

Learning Objectives:
By the end of the course, the students will be able to:
1. demonstrate critical thinking in written and oral reactions to texts related to the
course themes and selected from a variety of disciplines;
2. formulate questions that probe the complexities of the themes;
3. analyze selected themes through a variety of approaches and from divergent
perspectives;
4. explain different concepts of knowledge in various disciplines;

5. articulate well-defined arguments concerning aspects of the themes and use



textual evidence to support them;

6. compose expository and persuasive essays that use appropriate language
and mechanics;

7. perform close readings of texts to uncover multiple meanings and ideologies;

8. improve their speaking and writing skills;

9. refine research skills, including the use of data bases and the evaluation of
sources;

10.summarize, analyze, synthesize and integrate materials from a variety of
sources;

11.conduct a research project;

12.collaborate in the inclusion of students with disabilities into all class
activities;

13.demonstrate their capacity to efficiently search for information and

effectively and ethically use and manage information.

Content Outline and Time Distribution:

I.  Introduction and diagnostic procedures 3 hrs.

[I.  Unit on Alienation 15 hrs.
A. Overview: History of the theory
B. Social Roots of Alienation
C. Alienation and personal freedom
D

Application to literary texts

[ll.  Unit on Ethics 12 hrs.
A. Overview: History of the theory
B. Current theory
C. Justice and ethics
D. Application to literary texts

IV. Research project 15 hrs.
Total Contact Hours: 45 hours.



Instructional Strategies:

The course resolves around reading and analysis (in written and oral form). Discussions
are Socratic, and all students are expected to participate. Class activities include
discussion of the readings, pair and small-group work, videos, DVDs, slide presentations,
songs on tape, guest lecturers when appropriate, and written work (class work,
assignments, and essays). In addition, students attend relevant outside conferences,
films, plays, presentations, workshops, seminars, and other enrichment activities.

Required Student Resources:
Professors will assign selected books, readings, and reference materials. Students must
also have access to UPR library facilities, including electronic searches.

Evaluation Strategies:

In addition to written tests (composed of both objective and subjective elements) in each
unit, individual professors may select other assessment techniques, for example, essays,
short writings, oral presentations, individual and group projects, portfolios, quizzes,
homework assignments, journals, and research papers, among others.

Class attendance and participation 10%
Exams 20%
Quizzes and assignments 20%
Essays 20%
Presentations /Research project 30%

Total: 100%
English Department Attendance Policy:
Six contact hours of absences may lower average one whole letter grade. Five late
arrivals are equivalent to one absence.

Rights of Students with Disabilities:

The University of Puerto Rico complies with all state and federal laws and regulations
related to discrimination including “The American Disabilities Act” (ADA) and Law #51
from the Puerto Rico Commonwealth (Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico). Every
student has the right to request and receive reasonable accommodation and Vocational
Rehabilitation Services (VRS). Those students with special needs that require some type
of particular assistance or accommodation shall explicitly communicate it directly to the
professor. Students who are receiving VRS services shall communicate that to the
professor at the beginning of the semester to facilitate appropriate planning and the
necessary equipment according to the Persons with Disabilities Affairs Office (Oficina de
Asuntos para las Personas con Impedimentos [OAPI]), administered by the Dean of
Students Office. Any other student requiring assistance or special accommodation shall
also communicate directly with the professor. Reasonable accommodations requests or
services DO NOT exempt the student from complying and fulfilling academic and course
related requirements and responsibilities. Differential evaluation will be provided to
students with special needs who have been duly certified by OAPI. (See Circular Nom. 9
de 2002-2003.)



Academic Integrity Policy:

The University of Puerto Rico promotes the highest standards of academic and scientific
integrity. Article 6.2 of the UPR Students General Bylaws (Board of Trustees Certification
13, 2009-2010) states that academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: fraudulent
actions; obtaining grades or academic degrees by false or fraudulent simulations; copying
the whole or part of the academic work of another person; plagiarizing totally or partially
the work of another person; copying all or part of another person answers to the questions
of an oral or written exam by taking or getting someone else to take the exam on his/her
behalf; as well as enabling and facilitating another person to perform the aforementioned
behavior. Any of these behaviors will be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with
the disciplinary procedure laid down in the UPR Students General Bylaws.

Gender and Sexual Identity Discrimination Policy:

The University of Puerto Rico prohibits discrimination based on sex, sexual orientation,
and gender identity in any of its forms, including that of sexual harassment. According to
the Institutional Policy Against Sexual Harassment at the University of Puerto Rico,
Certification Num. 130, 2014-2015 from the Board of Governors, any student subjected
to acts constituting sexual harassment, must turn to the Office of the Student
Ombudsperson, the Office of the Dean of Students, and/or the Coordinator of the Office
of Compliance with Title IX for an orientation and/or a formal complaint.

Grading System:
100-90
89-80
79-70
69-60
59-0
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