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Setting the Scene:

Time, Place, and Atmosphere




What is a setting?

Definition: Components of Setting:

e The setting is the time and place where the events e Time: When the story happens (historical period,
of a story occur. season, time of day, etc.).
e |t also includes elements like the atmosphere or e Place: The location or environment (city,
mood, and the socio-cultural context in which the countryside, a specific building, etc.).
story takes place. e Atmosphere/Mood: The feeling created by the
environment (e.g., dark and eerie, cheerful and
warm).
e Social Context: The cultural, economic, and
political background influencing the characters.




WHAT IS THE SETTING OF A STORY?

THE SETTING IN A STORY REFERS
TO THE TIME AND PLACE IN
WHICH THE EVENTS OCCUR. THIS
INCLUDES THE ENVIRONMENT,
WEATHER, AND HISTORICAL
PERIOD.

THESE ASPECTS PROVIDE A
BACKDROP FOR THE
CHARACTERS' ACTIONS IN THE
STORY. THEY CAN ALSO
INFLUENCE THE NARRATIVE'S PLOT,
MOOD, AND TONE.
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Importance of Establishing the Setting

Character Development Plot Advancement Immersive Experience

Setting reveals characters' motivations, Setting can influence events, create conflict, A vivid setting draws readers in, making
background, and choices. conflict, and shape the story's direction. making them feel like they're part of the

direction. the story.




The Importance of a Setting

* The setting can affect the actions of characters and the direction of the plot.

* Forexample, a story set in a desert might create survival challenges, while a story setin a

W fyturistic city could involve advanced technology.

Plot:

e The environment can shape a character’s behavior, mindset, and interactions with others.

e A characterin a war-torn country might be more cautious or distrustful than onein a

Character peaceful village.

Development:

e Settings often reflect or reinforce the story’s themes. A dark, stormy night might symbolize
confusion or danger, enhancing a story's thematic depth.




Understanding the Elements of Setting

Setting

Time

Historical, seasonal, time of day

Place

Physical location, environment

Atmosphere

Mood, tone, ambiance




Time: Historical, Seasonal, or Time of Day

Historical Period 2 Season 3 Time of Day

Ancient Egypt, medieval Europe, Spring blooms, autumn leaves, Morning light, afternoon

Europe, modern times leaves, winter snow shadows, nighttime stillness

Place: Physical Location and Environment
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Geographic Location Building/Structure Natural Environment

Country, city, specific landmarks Home, school, abandoned warehouse Forest, desert, ocean, mountains




Types of Setting

e Concrete details: location, time of day, weather,

Physical Setting: physical environment (e.g., a cabin in the woods,
a crowded city street).

Temporal * The time of the story’s events (e.g., historical
Setti ng: period, specific dates, or even time of year).

e Ul kil = VAol 210 © The social, cultural, and political environment
affecting the characters (e.g., societal norms,

Setting: class structure, historical events).




Atmosphere: Mood, Tone, and Ambiance

Mood

s

\

Feeling or emotion
evoked by the setting.
Examples: Joyful,
suspenseful, eerie.
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Author's attitude
toward the setting.
Examples: Humorous,
cynical, solemn

J

Ambilance

(

Overall atmosphere
created by sensory
details. Examples:

Busy, quiet, peaceful

\
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How to identify the setting in a short story

Identify
Descriptions of the
Location:

Check for Social
and Cultural Clues:

Consider the Mood
or Atmosphere:

Look for Time
Markers:

e Words like e Pay attention to e Words and * References to

"morning,"
"evening," "
"1920s," or
references to a
specific event (e.g.,
"during the Great
Depression") help
establish time.

winter,"

descriptions of the
physical
environment: “the
dense forest,” “the
empty street,” or
“the bustling
market.”

descriptions that
convey a particular
mood (gloomy,
sunny, cold, warm)
help identify the
emotional tone and
environment.

customs, clothing,
technology,
language, and
societal rules or
norms indicate the
broader context of
the setting.




Analyzing a Short Story’s Setting




Analyzing a Short Story's Setting

Ask Key Questions:

* What is the time period (past, present, future)?

* Where does the story take place? What details about the location stand out?
* What is the mood or atmosphere created by the setting?

Examine Relationships:

* How do characters interact with their surroundings?

* How does the setting influence their actions or emotions?

Consider the Overall Impact:

* How does the setting contribute to the theme or central message of the
story?




Conclusion




Conclusion and Key Points to Remember

* Time, place, and atmosphere are critical elements in understanding the
story’s mood, conflict, and themes.

* The setting is not just a backdrop; it shapes the plot, character development,
and reader’s emotional experience.

* Analyzing the setting helps deepen your understanding of the story’s meaning
and significance.




Key Takeaways

What are plot and setting?

Plot:

The main events of a play,

Setting matters. Think beyond the obvious. novel, film, or similar work,
devised and presented by

It's crucial for character development, Consider time, place, and atmosphere the writer as an interrelated

plot advancement, and reader atmosphere in detail. sequence.

engagement.
Setting:
The place or type of
. surroundings where
3 - something is positioned or
where an event takes place.

Source: Oxford Languages

Practice makes perfect. nownovel.com

Use exercises to improve your setting

setting descriptions.




After completing the module, click on the following link to
take the quiz and send the report to your professor:

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/WrKZH7KS16

Thank you for using our resources! G- C L
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To know more about our Center and the services we provide, visit
http://generales.uprrp.edu/competencias-linguisticas/
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