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Introduction to Critical Thinking

Definition of Critical Thinking: Critical thinking is the disciplined
mental process of actively and skillfully analyzing, synthesizing, and
evaluating information to guide beliefs and actions.

Importance of Critical Thinking: It fosters independent thinking,
enhances problem-solving abilities, and equips individuals to make
Informed decisions in complex situations.

Overview of Critical Thinking Skills: Key skills include interpretation,
analysis, evaluation, inference, and explanation—all essential for
constructing logical arguments and making sound judgments.




Key Components of Critical Thinking

Analysis
This involves breaking down complex materials into
smaller parts to understand better how they relate to
each other and the whole.
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Inference
Inferring involves drawing logical conclusions from
available information, making educated guesses based
on evidence rather than speculation.
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Evaluation
Critical evaluation assesses arguments, claims, and
evidence, determining their credibility and relevance to a
given context.

Explanation
Skillfully articulating your reasoning and the conclusions
reached, justifying your process to effectively
communicate your critical thought.




Literary Analysis: An Overview

Definition of Literary Analysis
The process of examining,
interpreting, and evaluating literary
texts to uncover deeper meanings,
themes, and concepts.
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Purpose of Literary Analysis
It encourages readers to engage
with texts on a deeper level,
fostering comprehension, critical
inquiry, and personal connection.
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Importance of Literary Texts
Literary texts reflect cultural values,
historical contexts, and human
experiences, making them
foundational for understanding
diverse perspectives.




Formulating Probing Questions

Types of Probing Questions: Questions can be categorized into open-
ended, closed-ended, clarifying, and reflective, each serving distinct
purposes in literary discourse.

Techniques for Crafting Questions: Use techniques such as the
Socratic method, 'why' questions, and 'what if' scenarios to encourage
deeper analysis and engagement.

Importance of Inquiry in Analysis: Probing questions deepen
understanding, stimulate curiosity, and challenge assumptions,
essential for effective literary criticism.




ldentifying Arguments in Texts

Understanding
Arguments: Arguments
are assertions supported
by evidence; they are
central to developing
critical thinking and

analysis skills in literature.

Recognizing Claims in
Texts: Identifying the main
claims made by authors
enhances engagement
and understanding of the
text's central message or
theme.

Evaluating Evidence:
Assessing the strength
and relevance of the
evidence presented in
support of claims is
crucial for critical analysis
and interpretation.




Analyzing Texts from Multiple Perspectives

= Using Multiple Lenses: Different lenses such as
feminist, historical, and psychoanalytic perspectives
allow for diverse readings and interpretations of the
same text.

Considering Historical Context: Understanding the
socio-historical background of a text enriches
interpretation and reveals the author's intent and
message.
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Incorporating Cultural Perspectives: Cultural
analysis highlights how different societal values and
contexts shape the production and reception of
literary works.




Critical Thinking Techniques

Frameworks for Analysis

1

Utilizing structured
analysis frameworks
assists in clarifying
thoughts and organizing
ideas efficiently during the
critical thinking process.

SWOT Analysis:

1

This strategic planning tool
evaluates Strengths,
Weaknesses,
Opportunities, and Threats
pertaining to arguments
within texts.

Fishbone Diagram
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Also known as an Ishikawa
diagram, it visually lays out
potential causes of a
problem, aiding in
iIdentifying the root of
literary themes.




Evaluating Evidence In Literary Texts

Types of Evidence
Literary texts often rely on
various forms of evidence

including textual quotations,
historical examples, and
anecdotal narratives to support
claims.

Assessing Credibility
Evaluating the credibility of the
sources or evidence presented
in literary analyses is crucial for

forming well-founded
interpretations.
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Relevance to Argument
The relevance of evidence
directly impacts the strength of
an argument; it must effectively
contribute to the author’s
central claims and messages.




The Role of Assumptions in Arguments

Identifying Assumptions: Recognizing
underlying assumptions in arguments is crucial for
comprehensive analysis and reveals biases within
the text.

-Impact on Interpretation: Assumptions shape
interpretations; questioning them allows for
deeper insights and alternative viewpoints
regarding literary works.

‘Questioning Defaults: Challenging
commonplace assumptions fosters critical thinking
and encourages openness to diverse perspectives
and interpretations.
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Developing a Critical Mindset

Open-mindedness: An open mindset allows
individuals to explore new ideas without
prejudice and fosters innovative thinking in
literary interpretation.

Skepticism: A healthy degree of skepticism
helps individuals to question assertions and
demand evidence before accepting conclusions
in literature.

Intellectual Humility: Recognizing the limits Photo by Annie Spratt on Unsplash
of one's knowledge keeps the door open for

learning and critical engagement with diverse

perspectives.




Applying Critical Thinking in Discussions

Effective Communication Skills

Clear and coherent communication helps articulate critical viewpoints and
express ideas persuasively during discussions.
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Respectful Dialogue

Upholding mutual respect in discussions cultivates a constructive environment
for sharing diverse opinions and interpretations.
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Constructive Feedback

Providing and receiving feedback gracefully enriches analysis and contributes to
developing a more rounded understanding of texts.




Conclusion: Building Critical Thinking Skills
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-Key Takeaways of Critical Thinking: Students
should apply the critical thinking skills acquired ) TT W RS TRl W
throughout their analyses of literary texts, W ™ 1
including questioning, interpretation, and
evaluation.

-Continuous Improvement: Critical thinking

requires ongoing practice; regular engagement

with texts and discussions fosters refinement of T S 2 e B
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Lifelong Learning: Emphasizing that critical
thinking is a lifelong endeavor encourages the
continuous pursuit of knowledge and
understanding across all disciplines.




After completing the module, click on the following link to
take the quiz and send the report to your professor:

https://forms.office.com/r/RyX766RdVT
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To know more about our Center and the services we provide, visit
http://generales.uprrp.edu/competencias-linquisticas/
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