
Th rough  the  use  o f  the  prepos i t i on  “o f ”

Th rough  the  use  o f  an  apos t rophe  - s

Th rough  the  use  o f  posse s s i ve  pronouns

S INGULAR PLURAL

S INGULAR PLURAL

Possess i ve  pronouns  a re  used  to  express
be long ing .  Di f f e rent  pronouns  a re  used  depend ing
on  the i r  func t ion  i n  a  sentence .

I n  the  case  o f  the
pos se s s i ve  pronouns ,

you  have  the
“posse s s i ve
p ronouns ”  wi th
func t i on  as
ad jec t i ve s  and  the
“ i ndependent
pos se s s i ve  pronouns ”

tha t  can  f unc t i on  on
the i r  own  as  a  noun
to  exp re s s
pos se s s i on .

THAT'S MINE!

h t t p : / / g e n e r a l e s . u p r r p . e d u / c o m p e t e n c i a s - l i n g u i s t i c a s /

EXPRESS ING  POSSESS ION  IN  ENGL ISH

The re  a re  th ree  ways  to  exp re s s  posse s s i on  i n  Eng l i sh :

The  prepos i t i on  “o f ”  i s  used  to
express  be long ing .

The  l e ave s  o f  the  p lan t  a re  l u s t rous .

I n  Eng l i sh ,  an  apos t rophe  and  an  - s  can  be  added
to  any  noun  or  pronoun  to  express  be long ing .

The  p lan t ’ s  l e ave s
a re  l u s t rous .

The re  i s ,  howeve r ,

an  except i on  to
the  usage  o f  the
apos t rophe  - s :  the
p ronoun  “ i t . ”  I f
you  want  to
exp re s s
pos se s s i on  f o r  the
p ronoun  “ i t ”  drop
the  apos t rophe
and  keep  the  - s :

“ i t s ”

I t s  l e ave s  a re
lu s t rous .

POSSESS IVE  PRONOUNS

C D C L  ©  2 0 2 0

1 ST my our

2ND your you r

3RD

h i s

he r

i t s

the i r

IDEPENDENT  POSSESS IVE  PRONOUNS

1ST mine ou r s

2ND your s

3RD

h i s

he r s

i t s

the i r s

you r s

Her  p lan t
has  l u s t rous
l eaves .

The  p lan t  wi th
the  l u s t rous

l eaves  i s  he r s .

(Do  not  use  apos t rophe  - s  when  you  a re  not
re f e r r i ng  to  a  pe r son ,  an ima l ,  count r y ,

o rgan i za t i on ,  o r  i f  the  noun  phrase  i s  r ea l l y  l ong )  


